Week 1 Assignment Template  

Sustainable Living Guide Contributions, Part One of Four:  
Sustaining Biodiversity and Ecosystems

Deforestation 
Deforestation refers to the process through which forest areas are usually lost. It includes cutting down trees from forest areas for purposes such as urbanization, agriculture, or mining. The increase in human activity accelerates the rate through which forest areas are lost as people seek to expand their agricultural activities or urban development. The effect of these activities on the ecosystem is adverse making it necessary for people to understand deforestation. Ensuring that people understand deforestation can help in reducing careless actions which have led to forest reduction (Allen, & Barnes, 2018).
One of the major effects of deforestation is its threat to biodiversity. As forests represent some of the most diverse habitats for different living things, the destruction of forests reduces these habitats and may also lead to the extinction of some trees. Deforestation can also affect food production and food security (Allen, & Barnes, 2018). Although agriculture is one of the main reasons for deforestation, cutting down trees can affect the ecosystem making it hard to produce food. Cutting down of trees also makes the land more susceptible to soil erosion where important nutrients for agriculture may be swept away. 
Creating awareness of deforestation and its adverse consequences can help in reducing deforestation. Many people cut down trees without understanding the possible effects it can have in the long run. Creating awareness can help people understand the consequence of their actions and always look for a second option. People also need to reduce the use of wood products in construction. As trees are cut down to produce construction materials like timber, it threatens sustainability by reducing the biodiversity which could be curbed by reduced use of wood products (Arima, Barreto,  Araujo, & Soares-Filho, 2019). 



References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Allen, J. C., & Barnes, D. F. (2018). The causes of deforestation. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 75(2), 163-184.
Arima, E. Y., Barreto, P., Araújo, E., & Soares-Filho, B. (2019). Public policies can reduce tropical deforestation: Lessons and challenges from Brazil. Land use policy, 41, 465-473.
